
 Heart of Our Children & Our People 
Howdy all!  My gosh......itõs crazy to think this 
is our last newsletter for the year!....and as I 
am writing this Iõve noticed itõs exactly 29 
days till Christmas!!!!!  Some of you will say 
that the year has flown, but for me, it was ok 
and I feel good about the way the year went, 
and what I did throughout that time.   Hope 
most of you out there can say the same and I 
especially hope you have a feeling of  
satisfaction as far as your jobs go and what 
you achieved with the children and the  
relationships you developed with them over 
the last 12 months. I really miss working with 
children at this time of the year because itõs 
usually so buzzy and everyoneõs all happy for 
the big Christmas break etc.!!! 
Donõt get me wrong....we get all happy in here 
too but itõs just not the same as being in a 
ôchildrenõ environment.....they just make you 
feel good! 
I didnõt get to do as many service visits this 
year but when I did I totally enjoyed them and 
I can honestly say that I saw lots of  
improvement in many different ways in all of 
them......Iõve heard similar comments from 
other staff here about the rest of you and itõs 

a great thing.  On behalf of everyone here, 
Iõd like to thank you for.......making us feel 
welcome when we come to visit...itõs a nice 
feeling and makes it so much easier to work 
with you and the kids...(which we love),  
thankyou also, for yarning with us more often 
by phone or email.....this has really helped 
strengthen our relationship with you, thanks 
for all your feedback on various things.....and 
speaking of that, can you make sure you fill in 
the surveys when we send them out....pretty 
please!.....so we can make sure you get all the 
professional development you need next year 
to help make you even deadlier  
educators!!!  And the most important thing is 
thank you for all your HARD WORK and 
DEDICATION.......and please remember, you 
may at times think that nobody notices what 
you do but as long as you know you do the 
best for the kids in your care then thatõs all 
that matters.   
Donõt forget though......the children ALWAYS 
notice what you do and how you treat them. 
Happy Christmas to you all and letõs look 
forward to a really great 2010!!! 
Warm thoughts always............KIM 
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Hi everyone, it has been a very busy year in lots of ways. I feel like we have 
achieved a lot together over the past 12 months. This year we held 3 very 
successful regional forums as well as visited individual services to provide 
support and share skills and knowledge with each other. We had 2 new staff 
members join the IPSU team which has been great. There has also been a lot 
happening with the Early Childhood National Reform Agenda and there will be 
more to come next year. We are always looking for new ways to do things so 
next year is shaping up to be an exciting one, especially with our state-wide 
Conference planned for August.    

Christmas is a great time to relax and get together with family. Thank you for 
the fantastic work you are doing and your dedication to Children's  services, 
we share your stories whenever we can.  

Enjoy the well  deserved break and look after yourself and each other. We 
look forward to working with you again in 2010.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year...                                                Narelle 



IPSU Bundaberg Forum òJukanyulaó   
 

A total of  five services registered for 
the Bundaberg Forum which was held 
on the 16th and 17th of October, with a 
total of 28  participants for the two 

days.  Undoonoo Child Care Centre (Woorabinda)  

registered ten staff,  Gundoo Child Care Centre  

registered five staff, St George Aboriginal Enrichment 
and Vacation Care registered two staff as well as  

Eidsvold Aboriginal Playgroup/Vacation Care and one 
registrant from Wandarrah  

Neighbourhood Centre.  Jukanyula Corporation based in 
Bundaberg, registered eight participants and in  

Addition, assisted IPSU staff with the organising.  

We had motivational speakers Trevor Tim and Bram 
Collins from Success with Attitude (based in Cairns) 
providing motivational tips and goals, Mereki from the 
Kangaroo Club, which incorporated music and dance.  A 
yarning cirlce on the Closing the Gap ð The role of  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Early Childhood 
Services as well as the Early Years Learning Framework, 
a discussion on the reform agenda and how it affects 
the child care centres, both facilitated by DEEWR staff. 
Craig Shaw was busy with his workshop, the Traditional 
Indigenous Games, which got the participants acting out 
their inner youth and childhood.   

 

 

 

 

History and culture were discussed as well as ôhands 
onõ games.  

The Pheoenix House staff talked about their project ð 
Bumble Bees Therapuetic Pre-school.  They deliver a 
day program for children who have suffered from abuse 
or who are at risk and in care, to come together and 
play with other children. 

 

A Programming workshop, facilitated by Tania Porter 
from Sunshine Coast TAFE and Jacqui Tapau from  

Gundoo Child Care Centre, proved popular due to the 
nature of being ôhands onõ in creating a  

program, looking at individual Child Care Centres needs 
and resources.   

 

The Health and Wellbeing session, which incorporated 
nutritional information and exercise tips .  This was  

helpful and was delivered by Nerissa Peach who is a 
personal trainer based in Cairns.  

Our own IPSU Staff facilitated a workshop on Childrenõs 
Self Publishing, which involved creating your own  

resources and books with culture as the main focal 
point.  Using raw materials, participants can create their 
own stories, through collage, drawings, paintings etc. 

 

Terry Watson 




